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A retrospective of the Middle East’s foremost young  female painter who 
pioneered the abstract calligraphic style she has m ade her own  

A Recent History charts the career to date of the young Iranian art ist Golnaz Fathi. Known for her trademark 
exploration of the calligraphic form, Fathi’s uniqu e and distinctive style has received global acclaim  and made her 
one of the most sought after artists in the region.  
 
Born in 1972, Fathi trained in calligraphy and graphics at the Iranian Society of Calligraphy and Azad Art University, 
Tehran. Her frustration at the unoriginal approach to traditional calligraphic practice led her to exp eriment with an 
abstract style based on the warm-up exercises pract iced by professional calligraphers before they star t their work.  
Using the same flowing brushstrokes as traditional calligraphy, Fathi has removed literal meaning to evolve an 
expressive technique of startling immediacy and bea uty. 
 
Articulate and outspoken, Fathi’s independence of s pirit extends beyond her artistic practice. Much li ke her work, 
she is at once the embodiment of what Iranian women  have always had to offer, and an effective challenge to some 
of the widely-held stereotypes about the region.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Golnaz Fathi  
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Editor’s Notes 
 

Xerxes Fine Arts 
 
 
Established in 2008, Xerxes Fine Arts is the only gallery outside of the 
Persian Gulf which acts as a primary dealer for artists of note from Iran 
and the Middle East. With a strong focus on contemp orary visual arts, 
and a mission to nurture and promote young artists from the region, the 
gallery represents a gateway, bringing to London an d the wider world an 
exciting new generation of talented artists from Ir an and the Middle East.  
Xerxes’s artists are shown in China by Contrasts Gallery.  
 
Forthcoming exhibitions:  
 
Ashwan and Michael Benisty – 2 December – 20 December 2008 
 
 

 Golnaz Fathi  

Golnaz Fathi was born in Iran in 1972. She trained at Azad Art University, 
Tehran and also has a Diploma of Iranian Calligraphy, Iranian Society of 
Calligraphy, Tehran. She has been named Best Woman Calligraphist by 
the Iranian Society of Calligraphy, Tehran. 
 
Fathi has been exhibiting since 1993 and has taken up a number of artist 
residency placements in Paris, Rome and most recent ly London through 
Xerxes Fine Arts.  
 
Fathi’s pioneering abstract calligraphic style has achieved  commercial 
success and she is currently the highest selling female artist in the Middle 
East  
 
 
 
 

 

Contacts 
 

For further information / Use of pictures / Intervi ews 
Idea Generation: +44(0)20 7749 6850 
Ellen Harrison: ellen@ideageneration.co.uk 
Alice Evans: alice@ideageneration.co.uk  
 

Ends 
 

Websites 
 

 

www.ideageneration.co.uk  
For: 
·  Online Press Office 
·  Company contact detail 

www.xerxesfinearts.com  
For: 
·  Artist information 
·  Prices 

Address: Xerxes Fine Arts, 52 Haymarket,  

London SW1Y 4RP 

+(44) (20) 7839-3033 

Tube: 

 

 Piccadilly Circus 

 

Opening Hours: Tuesday through Friday 10:00 to 18:00,  

Saturday 11:00 to 16:00 or by appointment  
Prices: Free 
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