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© Erik Tidemann, Untitled 
 

The second edition of this spectacular museum-scale  show becomes a 
permanent fixture and kicks off London’s art fair w eek 
 

Following last year’s exceptionally successful debu t, The Future Can Wait returns once again to a new 
location at the Old Truman Brewery to showcase more  than 50 key artists in a museum-scale exhibition 
that injects new energy into Britain’s biggest artw orld week by offering an alternative to the art fai r 
formula. 
 

Curated by two of the art world’s top talent spotte rs, Zavier Ellis and Simon Rumley, The Future Can 
Wait profiles an exciting spectrum of names to watc h, from Gavin Nolan, Gayle Chong Kwan and Piers 
Secunda, to rising stars Sam & Luke Jackson and Alexander Hoda.  
Showing across 22,000 square feet of The Old Truman Brewery, the London-trained or based artists, 
known loosely as The New London School, work across  a variety of mediums including painting, video, 
sculpture and performance. 
 

It is the specifically curatorial emphasis of The Future Can Wait that sets it apart from the traditio nal art 
fair model, as well as the platform it provides for  emerging and mid-career artists to engage directly  
with collectors and the art-going public. 
Ellis and Rumley have spent the last year rolling out the concept internationally, showing members of 
the New London School in Europe and North America. With their proven eye for spotting future greats, 
Ellis and Rumley’s new edition of The Future Can Wait 2008 is certainly one to watch. 
 

Ellis commented, ‘‘We were thrilled by the receptio n the show received last year, proving there was a 
gap in the market for an event like The Future Can Wait. We look forward to this year’s event to 
continue to profile the very best of London based c ontemporary art.’’  
Now an established and essential part of London’s a rt scene, the privately funded event is free and 
open to all to access.  
The full list of participating artists will be anno unced later this summer. 

Press Release 
01/07/08 
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Selection of 2007 Exhibits 

  
 

Editor’s Notes 
Zavier Ellis and Simon Rumley have also recently been invited to tour the Future Can Wait to Hong 
Kong’s newest museum space MOCA China. 
 
Zavier Ellis 
Two years after graduating from Manchester Universi ty with a BA (Hons) in History of Modern Art in 199 6, Zavier Ellis opened his first 
gallery in London at the age of 24. Also an artist with a Masters in Fine Art, Ellis has work in several renowned international collections 
including Anne Lewis (Sydney, New York), Peter Nobel (Zurich) and Helmut Schuster (Frankfurt, Berlin).  
 
In 2006 Ellis launched CHARLIE SMITH london Ltd, a curatorial dealership specialising in young, contem porary artists. Conceived as a 
platform for emerging to mid-career artists, CHARLI E SMITH london’s priority is to present work with a  specifically curatorial emphasis 
at selected art fairs and events as well as singular exhibitions at alternative venues, both internati onally and in the UK. Ellis is keen to 
promote interrelations between artists, curators an d galleries on a global scale while maintaining a p riority to show work in its correct 
context and providing for progressively-minded coll ectors.  
 
In 2007 Ellis established Ellis Rumley Projects Ltd with Simon Rumley, and together they launched The Future Can Wait. This year they 
have also co-curated exhibitions at Mark Moore Gall ery, LA and Changing Role Gallery in Naples & Rome. They are also currently 
planning shows in Berlin, Frankfurt and Munich as w ell as discussing projects in LA and Hong Kong.   
 
Ellis therefore has extensive experience of the contemporary scene as curator, dealer, artist, collect or and events organiser. He is also 
currently writing his first novel, based on the con temporary London art scene.  
www.charliesmithlondon.com   www.zavierellis.blogspot.com  
 
Simon Rumley 
Having bought works by then relatively unknown arti sts Jamie Shovlin, Ian Monroe and Marcel Dzama, Simon Rumley founded the auspicious New 
London Kicks in 2005.  
An annual show sponsored by the oldest and largest art fair in the US, The Armory Show, New London Kicks promotes contemporary and emerging 
artists in New York in collaboration with Soho Hous e NY and Wooster Projects. As well as showing breaking talent such as Miho Sato, Gordon 
Cheung and Stella Vine, Rumley was first to exhibit Katy Moran’s work in New York before she was picke d up by Stuart Shave/Modern Art and 
selected for a show at the Gagosian Gallery. 
 
Rumley has also produced, written and directed four  feature films. The first three, Strong Language, The Truth Game and Club Le Monde formed a 
youth culture trilogy set in 1990s London and were critically acclaimed by, among other publications, The Times, Penthouse and Time Out. Rumley’s 
most recent film, The Living and The Dead, an extreme psychological drama starring Roger Lloyd-Pack, w as premiered at the prestigious Rotterdam 
Film Festival last year and has since gone on to be released in 26 different territories. 
Rumley’s next film, a psycho sexual horror antholog y called “Little Deaths” will shoot later in the ye ar. 
In 2007 together with Ellis Simon Rumley established Ellis Rumley Projects Ltd, and in 2007 they launched The Future Can Wait 
Simon Rumley is also on various London based commit tes including: Macmillan de’Longhi Art Auction, Vau xhall Collective and the Lambeth 
Academy Local Career Advisory Board 
http://www.simonrumley.com   http://www.newlondonkicks.com  

 
 

 

 

©Alex Gene Morrison, ‘Sickness’ ©Angela Bartram, Li cking Dogs © Rui Matsunaga, Untitled 
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Contacts 
For further information / Use of pictures / Intervi ews 

Idea Generation: +44(0)20 7749 6853 
Marta Bogna: marta@ideageneration.co.uk 
Natasha Hoare: natasha@ideageneration.co.uk  

Ends 
Websites 

  

www.ideageneration.co.uk  
For: 
·  Online Press Office 
·  Client list 

www.thefuturecanwait.com  
For: 
·  Further information 
·  Event details 
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