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complete Hibernator trilogy

with animal Show Homes at

StO U r Val |ey ArtS Show Home for the Birds: a sketch based on
Benito Mussolini's Quadrato Colosseo, Rome © London Fieldworks
From 21 September 2008

Unigue Show Homes for animals open in Kent woodland :

Super Kingdom offers a choice of palatial residences, luxury pen thouses and
apartments as a winter retreat within the ancient e nclave of King's Wood. The
picturesque setting for this gated community offers all the pleasures of a rural
location with Ashford’s convenient links to Europe only moments away. Soon
available for native and non-native animals to take up residence.

If you go down to the woods today you can be sure o fa big surprise... Nestled in King’s Wood, Kent, a n installation
of animal Show Homes based on the architecture of d espots’ palaces is taking shape.

Working in the forest over winter, London Fieldwork s, artists Bruce Gilchrist and Jo Joelson will crea te a film of the
Show Homes and their new residents. The film will capture live action and fictional scenarios with fo otage of the
Show Homes in situ, combined with simulations of th e imagined internal spaces. The film will be released next

spring.

The animals’ use of the Show Homes will reflect the changing habitat and animal displacement taking p lace in Kent.
As towns such as nearby Ashford expand, Super Kingdom reflects the wider issues regarding the collision of human
and animal environments.

The artists are stimulated by global concerns regar ding the impact of urban development on the natural world, and
the resulting human and animal displacement this ca uses. Super Kingdom will engage with the changing habitat and
animal relocation evident in King's Wood, a consequ ence of both climate instability, and the recent dr ive in forest
management to increase bio-diversity.

“Super Kingdom is an exciting commission for Stour Valley Arts and in line with our curatorial agenda” said Director
Sandra Drew, “as it focuses on animal behaviour and opens up discussions on relocation, and dislocatio n of
changing habitats in both animals and humans.”

Super Kingdom is the final installment of London Fieldworks’ Hibernator trilogy, a series of works connecting myth
and science, environment and technology, the virtua | and the real.
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Photographed in King’s Wood
Boa Constrictor © London Fieldworks

Photographed in King's Wood
Turkey Vulture © London Fieldworks

Photographed in King's Wood
White's Tree Frog © London Fieldworks

Editor's Notes

Stour Valley Arts

Stour Valley Arts is an independent arts organisation which aims to
increase awareness and enjoyment of contemporary art while
encouraging greater interest in the environment thr ough commissions,
education, exhibitions, publications and internatio nal collaborations.
Based in King’'s Wood, Challock Kent, Stour Valley arts has worked in
partnership with the Forestry Commission and other organisation since
1994 to create a resource for artists, teachers, an d students of all ages
and for the public. A way marked path leads to the many different
sculptures commissioned for King's Wood which is fr ee and open for
visitors at all times.

Sandra Drew, Director

Sandra Drew is a curator and arts consultant who ha s worked in the
visual arts for over thirty years both in Australia and the UK She was the
owner/director of Drew Gallery and Drew Gallery Projects, Canterbury
from 1981 —-1997. She is the Director of Stour Valley Arts.

London Fieldworks

London Fieldworks was co-founded by artists Bruce G ilchrist and Jo
Joelson in 2000. Their practice moves between lands cape, their London
based studio and the gallery. Their projects reflec t an interdisciplinary
enquiry into how natural phenomena and human experi ence are
interpreted and manifest in science and art. Their projects are concerned
with the mediation of experience and the notion of ecology as a
complex inter-working of social, natural, and techn ological worlds.

Bruce Gilchrist studied Fine Art at Canterbury School of Art and Design
and was AHRC Research Fellow at Oxford Brookes University 2002-
2005.

Jo Joelson studied at Croydon College of Art and Design, was
ACE/AHRC Art/Science fellow at University of Leices ter 2003-2004 and
is currently AHRC Research Fellow at London South Bank University
2006-2009.
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