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Dead

Innhocent

FORSTER presents
the return of

Dan Baldwin

12 September — 25 October
PV 11 September 6-9 pm

“What's the relationship between nature and death? Politics and religion?
Anatomy and symbolism? | want the beauty to draw th e viewer in.”
- Dan Baldwin

FORSTER is proud to present Dan Baldwin’s forthcomi ng solo show, ‘ Dead Innocent’ , a much anticipated collection
of new works, including paintings, ceramics and ins tallations, and his only UK exhibition in 2008.

Having enjoyed phenomenal acclaim amongst critics a nd collectors, Dan Baldwin has spent the past year away from
the art world's gaze, creating a new body of work t hat resonates even more strongly than before with i mages and
references borrowed from popular culture, art, reli gious and political history. He paints with excitem ent and energy,
combining symbolic images that rouse the subconscio us, challenge beliefs and ideas, and creates an unsettling
microcosm of our history, religions and conflicts.

From the symbolic 17th Century Vanitas painters, to political paintings of the 60s by Rauschenberg and Johns, to
skate graphics, eBay and aerosols, Baldwin's influe nces span the centuries. His dynamic canvases often combine
elements of painting, collage, appliqué and printin g and give insight to his personal approach as an a rtist. His works
resonate with his thought process and activity, his obsessive layering of paint, print and objects, re ligious artefacts
and rare knick-knacks cohabit in fantastical arenas , where Christ can exist alongside Hitler, whilst b irds and
butterflies keep score.

“I love the contradictions,” he says. “It's always about balance. There’s always a balance and harmony between life
and death and beauty; yet they evoke certain feelin gs and open up suggestions and arguments between th e
elements. | want the beauty to draw the viewer in, the colour, the surface, the narrative between the elements, but
also the juxtapositioning of the elements to create a fresh evocative energy — be it childlike or sinister or both.”

Baldwin’s works can be surprising, shocking even, b ut also humorous. There is an uneasy democracy betw een his
subjects; the realisation that each figure is reduc ed by the digestion and regurgitation of our popula r culture and has
become diluted and impotent is as shocking as their narrative.

To coincide with the exhibition, FORSTER is launching a limited edition screen print, and an extended catalogue will
accompany the show.
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Dan Baldwin, self portrait with doll Dan Baldwin, Untitled, 2008
Address: FORSTER, 1 Chapel Place, Rivington Street, Tube: Old Street
EC2A 3DQ
Opening Hours: Wed — Fri 12 to 18, Sat 12 to 17.30 or by Prices: Free

appointment

Editor's Notes

FORSTER Dan Baldwin

After four years of running thecentralhouse, her ow n successful art Dan Baldwin graduated with an award for excellence from Maidstone

consultancy, Eleanor Forster launched FORSTER in January 2007. School of Art in 1995 and was subsequently offered a one year studio
associate position, which involved tutorials and te aching. Prior to that he

FORSTER showcases emerging to mid-career artists and currently was at Easthourne College of Art where he won Best Student award (92).

works with Andrew McAttee, Dan Baldwin, Ryan McClel land, Etienne He was named critics choice by Rebecca Wilson for S aatchi online.

Clément, Rob Carter, Julie Cockburn, Xenz, James Roper and Zebedee

Helm. FORSTER aims to emphaSiSe the critical value of the artwork it His work has featured in magazines such as Dazed and Confused’ 1.D,

shows, be it painting, object or installation based work. Whilst Modern Painters, Vogue, Elle Decoration and Elle; along with extensive

developing the careers of a core base of artists, F ORSTER also coverage in other publications.

recognises and encompasses the creative energy that is born from

collaboration with other galleries and artists, bot hiin the UK and Baldwin has exhibited widely across the UK and abro ad over the last 10

internationally. years, including Miami, Basel and New York. This will be his second show

with FORSTER. A solo show in LA is scheduled for September 2009.
FORSTER is committed to instigating projects for it s artists and has
already published and launched print editions, with two book projects in
the pipeline due for release in 2008.
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