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Ridiculed, coveted, derided, loved; a study and celebration of red hair 

comes to the Idea Generation Gallery 

Idea Generation Gallery is pleased to present selected works from the book Root Ginger: A Study of Red Hair by the 
photographer Jenny Wicks. An exhibition, book and film project, Root Ginger is a tribute to a trait that is most 

common in Scotland and Ireland but is scattered around the world.  
 

Red hair conjures up a plethora of images; from the fiery red head to the pre-Raphaelite muse, the pasty, freckled 
man to the angry Scot. Red hair provokes a range of reactions from people. The photographs explore the social 
aspect of having red hair and how society views and treats a minority group. For many it is considered the last 
bastion of political incorrectness and the anecdotes from the subjects of the pictures often go to prove this.  
 

Photographer Jenny Wicks commented, “I was originally inspired by two of my brother’s children who have red hair. 
The book is a tribute to people with hair this colour but it is also an investigation into the genetic lottery that we all 
play. Most people are aware the ginger hair gene has a recessive characteristic, which is also true for cystic fibrosis, 

both genes run through my family. For this reason I was interested to explore the phenomenon of recessive genes as 
well as the human tendency to judge and make snap decisions about people who simply look different to them.”  
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“My mother’s reaction to being told her first 

born was a ginger was to weep 
uncontrollably.”  
© Jenny Wicks 

 
“I remember being at primary school and 

forming a ginger club…it wasn’t the biggest 
club in the world.” 

© Jenny Wicks 

 
“My Dad had black hair everywhere apart 

from his moustache, which is the colour of my 
hair!” 

© Jenny Wicks 
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Jenny’s aim was to capture the otherworldly and beautiful qualities of red hair. Playing on her interest in sub-groups 
and sects, the images show that the "every day" and ordinary can quickly became fascinating or exceptional when 
they are looked at in isolation.  
 
Nicola Walters, one of the 62 subjects in Root Ginger: A Study of Red Hair, explained that; “being ginger is definitely 

something that I have grown into. When I was growing up, it always seemed as if I was in more trouble than anyone 
else – just because I was easier to identify! I wouldn’t change if for anything now.” 
 
Eloise Rowley, gallery manager, “There are often a lot of negative connotations surrounding red hair but we wanted 

to put on a show that celebrated this hair colour. Elizabeth I, Winston Churchill, Vivienne Westwood and Lily Cole are 
just some of the famous red heads and so the subjects of these photographs join a very illustrious group.” 
 
The death of Jenny’s mother in 2007 galvanised her into looking into her family’s past, as she felt a strong link to her 
recent history had disappeared with her mother. The aim was to determine who had carried the red hair gene as it 
was likely, although, not certain, that she would pass the gene on.   

 
Jenny’s fascination with society’s attitudes to minority groups and in particular red hair, has led to this insightful study 
of the phenomenon. Her work explores the biological perspective of a recessive gene; how and why red hair and 
pale skin could become so common when the global average is something very different; how we assume we know 
more than we really do about our genetic make-up and red hair’s perplexing social stance: is it mockery, learned 
behaviour, social conditioning, just a bit of harmless fun or historic, it is after all, just hair. 
 

Proceeds from the project go towards the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

© Jenny Wicks © Jenny Wicks 
© Jenny Wicks 

Dates: 17th February – 1st March 2009 Private View: 17th February: 6.30pm – 8.30pm 

Address: Idea Generation Gallery 

11 Chance Street 

London E2 7JB 

Tube: 

 

Prices: 

 Liverpool Street or Old Street 

 

Free 

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday: 12pm - 6pm 

Saturday & Sunday: 12pm – 5pm 

First Thursdays: Open to 8pm 
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Editor’s Notes 
 

Jenny Wicks 

Jenny Wicks, has spent many years as a creative photographer. 
She specializes in studies on sub sets, minorities people on the 
fringes or groups within groups that have a distinct visual impact 
or personal style. She is not a redhead herself but has a ginger 
gene running through her family. Her interest in genetics 
deepened when she researched the causes of cystic fibrosis after 
her redheaded nephew was diagnosed with the condition. 
 
 

 Idea Generation 

Idea Generation was founded in 2001 around a simple proposition: find 
something you enjoy doing – and then try to do it better than anyone 
else. 
 
Seven years on, Idea Generation now stands as one of the UK’s leading 
arts, entertainment and cultural PR agencies - having worked with, for, 
and in support of some of the most exciting projects, people, 
institutions, fairs, festivals, tours, exhibitions, books, magazines, films, 
gigs, auctions, launches, parties and premieres across the UK and the 
world. 

 
 

Contacts 
For further information / Use of pictures / Interviews 

Idea Generation: +44(0)20 7749 6853 

Alice Evans : alice@ideageneration.co.uk 
 

Ends 
 

Websites 

  

www.ideageneration.co.uk 

For: 

• Online Press Office 

• Client list 

• Company contact detail 

www.jennywicksphotography.co.uk 

For: 

• Information on Root Ginger  
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR USE OF IMAGES 

 

 

ACCREDITATION 

 

• Unless otherwise agreed in writing if any material reproduced by the media omits the copyright/accreditation notice relating to the material and 
specified by Idea Generation, a reproduction fee of up to £1000 shall be administered  per image 

 

Copyright 

• All copyright remains with photographer Jenny Wicks  

 

• Photo by-lines for each photograph with copyright symbol must run adjacent to any images thus:   

        © Jenny Wicks, Root Ginger: A Study of Red Hair at Idea Generation Gallery 

 

Editorial 

• The name and contributors of the book must be credited at the beginning of any editorial 

 

• The following must be stated clearly in the same, or similar, font and point size, at the end of any editorial: A selection of images from the book Root 
Ginger: A Study of Red Hair by the photographer Jenny wicks will be exhibited at Idea Generation Gallery 17th February – 1st March 2009 
www.ideageneration.co.uk   

 

USE OF IMAGES/EXTRACT 

 

• All usage of pictures/extracts must be first approved in writing by Alice Evans, Idea Generation 
 

• Material shall not be copied or loaned, and no use whatsoever shall be made of it by the recipient without the written consent of Idea Generation 

 

• Save for the purpose of production for the licence due photographs may not be stored in any electronic medium without the written permission of 
Idea Generation. 

 

• Material shall not be altered, added to, have any part deleted or otherwise manipulated without the written consent of Idea Generation 

 

THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 

• Any objection to these terms and conditions must be negotiated in writing to Alice Evans at Idea Generation before Agreement is signed 

 

• As the recipient you agree to indemnify Idea Generation with respect to any claims or damages or any loss or costs arising in any manner from the 
reproduction, without proper reduction rights of any picture/extract supplied to you by Idea Generation 

 

• While Idea Generation takes all reasonable care in the performance of this agreement generally Idea Generation shall not be liable for any loss or 
damage suffered by the recipient or by any third party arising from the use or reproduction of any material 

 

• In case of printed publications, two copies of the relevant pages containing any material supplied are to be furnished free of charge within two weeks 

 

• All review copies must be returned to Alice Evans at Idea Generation within one week of use, unless otherwise specified. 

 

• This Agreement will be governed by and construed in all respects in accordance with the laws of England & Wales. 
 

• IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Parties hereunto have executed this Agreement the day ….. and year ….. 
 
        Signed by: ……………… 
        On behalf of: ………………… 
 
 
 

        Signed by:    HECTOR PROUD 

        On behalf of:   IDEA GENERATION LIMITED 

 

 

 

 

 


