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The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament meets LSD
(Hoppy reclining)

Incendiary of 1960s counter-culture and roving phot ojournalist John
‘Hoppy’ Hopkins charts Britain’s emergence from the age of austerity into
an era of pop, protest and psychedelia

Idea Generation Gallery presents a new exhibition of paraphernalia and photographs by veteran activist and
revolutionary John ‘Hoppy’ Hopkins, many of which a re being shown for the first time. Encompassing bot h the grand
scale of mass rallies and the squalid intimacy of b edsit and backrooms of freaks, tearaways and bohemi ans, these
electrifying images act as a record of 1960s London on the cusp of a new era, as the city shaped up fo r the struggle
to redefine itself as a modern metropolis.

It was an exhilarating time and Hoppy was both prot agonist and observer in the story, at the vanguard of a
generation which broke radically with a conservativ e past. Founder of legendary psychedelic night club , UFO; co-
founder of radical underground newspaper, The Inter national Times; and photographer for Melody Maker, The Times
and Peace News, he was well placed to record the re volution as it unfolded.

Spanning a period of intense photographic activity, Hoppy’s images pull no punches and show an empire in decline,
under attack from an unprecedented and rampant sub- cultural revolution that came roaring in from the s hadows.
Charged shots of Anti-Nuclear Rallies, Beat Poetry performances, LSD sessions and East End slums are born of an
uncompromising belief in the transformative power o f political activism, counter-culture and photograp hy.

From raw revolution and clenched fists of protester s in Trafalgar Square, to posturing leather clad bikers and their
chicks at the Ace Café, the power of his images der ive from his proximity to the eye of the coming cul tural storm.

Lee Morgan — The Sidewinder John Lennon at Teddington Studios Allen Ginsberg, Albert Hall Poetry

Issued by Idea Generation IG Contact Details Page
T. +44 (0)20 7749 6850 Natasha Hoare: Natasha@ideagneration.co.uk 1/4

www.ideageneration.co.uk



Continued from previous page

Hoppy’s path to photography was not a direct one. I n 1959 he set off as part of the Cheltenham Youth C ampaign for
Nuclear Disarmament and drove a funeral hearse to Moscow to protest against ‘the bomb’. He became sep arated
from the group in Moscow and was eventually deporte d by the Russians to Finland, to the acute embarras sment of
his employers, Harwell Atomic Research labs, where he worked as a reactor scientist.

Arriving in London on January 1 1961, a portentous date for a man who was to becom e a driving force in this
turbulent decade, he settled in West London where h e rented out rooms to struggling artists. Hoppy wor ked as a
news photographer for the Sunday Times, Melody Make r and Peace News and became a regular face at Ronnie
Scott’s, and captured taking beautiful shots of gre at jazz legends Dizzy Gillespie, Thelonious Monk and Duke
Ellington performing across London as well as Beat Poetry readings, Happenings, peace marches, and por traits of
leading figures like Malcolm X, Martin Luther King and Allen Ginsberg.

Ever the inventor and alchemist of the ‘scene’ he also co-founded the world famous International Times , a radical
underground newspaper which featured Germaine Greer and William Burroughs as contributors. The legacy of this
publication is long lasting, and the exhibition fea tures rare front covers from the magazine’s history .

Hoppy also famously worked with Joe Boyd to create  The UFO club. The Tottenham Court Road venue was to
become the lynch pin of psychedelic London and open ed with performances from Pink Floyd and later play ed host
to legendary bands like Procol Harum, Soft Machine and Jeff Beck.

‘Asleep for 30-odd years then rediscovered by accid ent, certain of the images from this brief 6-year p eriod have now
become iconic (recognised).” Hoppy continues ‘Many more of them have not been seen before and are therefore
perhaps more free from the historical accumulation of meaning than the iconics — at least for a little while. Then, word
falling / image falling / lost in a dusty street ha If-covered in sand / the skein unravels / dust to d ust.’

Old London — Under the arches at St Pancras S :
The Dole Queue, London Station Speakers Corner, Hyde Park

Inside The Roundhouse
to which the UFO club moved
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Editor's Notes

Idea Generation

Idea Generation was founded in 2001 around a simple proposition: find something you enjoy doing—and then try to do it better than anyone else.

Seven years on, Idea Generation now stands as one of the UK'’s leading arts, entertainment and cultural PR agencies - having worked with, for, and in
support of some of the most exciting projects, peop le, institutions, fairs, festivals, tours, exhibiti ons, books, magazines, films, gigs, auctions, launc hes,
parties and premieres across the UK and the world.
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR USE OF IMAGES

ACCREDITATION

Unless otherwise agreed in writing if any material reproduced by the media omits the copyright/accredi tation notice relating to the material and
specified by Idea Generation, a reproduction fee of up to £1000 shall be administered per image

Copyright
All copyright remains with photographer Hoppy

Photo by-lines for each photograph with copyright s ymbol must run adjacent to any images thus:
© John ‘Hoppy’ Hopkins, www.hoppy.be

Editorial
The name and contributors of the book must be credi ted at the beginning of any editorial

USE OF IMAGES/EXTRACT

All usage of pictures/extracts must be first approv ed in writing by Natasha Hoare, Idea Generation
Material shall not be copied or loaned, and no use whatsoever shall be made of it by the recipient wit hout the written consent of Idea Generation

Save for the purpose of production for the licence due photographs may not be stored in any electronic medium without the written permission of
Idea Generation.

Material shall not be altered, added to, have any p art deleted or otherwise manipulated without the wr itten consent of Idea Generation

THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Any objection to these terms and conditions must be negotiated in writing to Natasha Hoare at Idea Gen eration before Agreement is signed

As the recipient you agree to indemnify Idea Generation with respect to any claims or damages or any | 0ss or costs arising in any manner from the
reproduction, without proper reduction rights of an y picture/extract supplied to you by Idea Generatio n

While Idea Generation takes all reasonable care inthe performance of this agreement generally Idea Generation shall not be liable for any loss or
damage suffered by the recipient or by any third pa rty arising from the use or reproduction of any mat erial

In case of printed publications, two copies of the relevant pages containing any material supplied are to be furnished free of charge within two weeks
All review copies must be returned to Alice Evans at Idea Generation within one week of use, unless otherwise specified.

This Agreement will be governed by and construed in all respects in accordance with the laws of Englan d & Wales.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Parties hereunto have executd this Agreement the day ..... and year

Signed by: .......ooevnennnns
Onbehalfof: .....................

Signed by: HECTOR PROUD
On behalf of: IDEA GENERATION LIMITED
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