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100 years of
the Poetry
Soclety

The UK's foremost poetry
organisation celebrates its
centenary year
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Join the celebrations to mark the accomplishments o f the UK’s most
dynamic champions of poetry

Founded 100 years ago, the Poetry Society is the leading voice for poets and poetry in Britain today. Now one of the
country’s liveliest arts organisations, the Poetry Society is dedicated to finding innovative ways to keep poetry at the
centre of our cultural life.

The Centenary year will launch this April with Andrew Motion’s valedictory lecture, Leaving the Laureateship, 28"
April, and the grand finale on 30" April of the performance poetry championship, SLAM bassadors UK, at London’s
Southbank Centre. April also sees the launch of the 2009 National Poetry Competition, the UK's leading single poem
competition. Running since 1978, the National Poetr y Competition has recognised many of the most famou s names
in British poetry, such as Tony Harrison, Jo Shapco tt and Carol Ann Duffy.

Poet Laureate and honorary member of the Poetry Soc iety Andrew Motions comments:

‘The Poetry Society is the heart and hands of poetr y in the UK — a centre which pours out energy to al | parts of the
poetry-body, and a dextrous set of operations which arrange and organise poetry’s various manifestatio ns. It has a
long and distinguished history, and has never been so vital, or so vitalising, as it is now.’

The Poetry Society’s presentation of Andrew Motion at Southbank offers a historic insight into the cha llenges faced
by him during his tenure as Poet Laureate, a role whose relevance today has come under intense scrutiny. As
anticipation mounts over who will be named as his s uccessor, poetry’s role in public life is set to co ntinue to be a
source of debate.
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With members across the world including Seamus Hean ey, Paul Muldoon, Simon Armitage, Benjamin Zephaniah,
Les Murray and Wendy Cope, the Poetry Society promo tes poets and poetry from across the spectrum. The
Society’s flagship magazine Poetry Review has a reputation as one of the leading literary pe riodicals internationally,
and has published all the major figures in modern p oetry from Eliot and Auden onwards. The search for new poetic
talent continues via the competitions programme, in cluding the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award and Popescu
Prize for European Poetry Translation. The Poetry Society provides resources and advice for experts an d novices
alike, and engages successive generations of new readers and writers via its wide-reaching education a ctivities.

The groundbreaking SLAMbassadors UK competition is the first ever online youth slam championship. Giving a
voice to today’s urban generation, SLAMbassadors UK has been working with young people in London and
Liverpool, who filmed their performances via mobile phone or digital camera, to be judged by their pee rs on YouTube
prior to a live final showcase. The championship pr ovides an empowering creative outlet in which young poets
explore their place in the world, tackling everythi ng from knife crime and immigration to the challeng es of their
everyday lives.

Benjamin Zephaniah, poet, said of the SLAMbassadors :

‘Listening to last year’s poets reinforced my belie f in the power the word. These poems were more powe rful than any
political speech, they were more honest than any le cture, they spoke of history, they spoke of now, an d they spoke
of the future.’

Further centenary projects are to be announced thro ughout the year. Watch this space!

Centenary Events

Launch of Foyle Young Poets of the Year
Award 2009 - March

Running since 1998, this exciting scheme is the only national poetry prize of its kind that
seeks to unearth, promote and support young poetic talent from across the UK.

This year's competition will be judged this year by top poets Lemn Sissay and Selima
Hill and is open to any young person aged 11-17. Th e deadline for entries for 2009's
competition is July, and the winners will be announ ced 8th October.

For more information: www.foyleyoungpoets.co.uk

National Poetry Competition Prize Giving -
24th March

The National Poetry Competition remains Britain’s t op single poem competition.
Founded in 1978 the annual contest attracts entries from Nantwich to Nairobi, with past
winners including Carol Ann Duffy, Jo Shapcott, lan Duhig and Tony Harrison.
Distinguished names amongst the list of previous ju dges include Ted Hughes, Paul
Muldoon and Wendy Cope.

Poems are submitted anonymously, and were judged th is year by Jack Mapanje, Brain
Patten and Frieda Hughes. The winners of the 2008 competition will be announced at
the Savile Club, Mayfair on 24 March. The first pri ze-winner receives £5000, and joins
second- and third-place winners in having their poe ms published in the prestigious
Poetry Review, and being invited to read at the Ledbury Poetry F estival.

The National Poetry Competition 2009 will open in A pril 2009, with judges Ruth Padel,
Neil Rollinson and Daljit Nagra. The deadline for entries is 31st October.
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Andrew Motion © Johnny Ring

Poet Laureate Valedictory Event - 28™ April

As Andrew Motion’s time as Poet Laureate draws to a close, the Poetry Society
presents ‘Leaving the Laureateship’ a historic lect ure and discussion at London’'s
Southbank Centre.

This is the first time a Laureate concludes a fixed term in office, and is therefore the first
ever such valedictory event. Discussion is chaired by Hermione Lee. Presented in
association with Faber & Faber, publishers of Matio n's new collection, The Cinder Path.

Purcell Room, Queen Elizabeth Hall, 28th April, 7.45pm
Tickets: 0871 663 2500 www.southbankcentre.co.uk
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SLAMbassadors Showcase Event - 30th
April

Slam is the competitive art form of performance poe try, rapping and emceeing staged
acapella style before a loud and lively audience, and a panel of judges. It is the ultimate
in interactive entertainment fusing performer and c rowd together into one voluble force
that blends spoken word, beatbox and politics. It g ives young people a voice. And a
microphone.

A showcase final at London’s Southbank Centre in Ap ril presents young poets aged 12-
18 from the SLAMbassadors UK championship. Young sl ammers from Liverpool and
London posted their performances on YouTube, then worked their way through a live
elimination process.

A new SLAMbassadors championship will roll out acro ss the nation from Summer 2009
on the BBC Blast bus. The tour aims to connect with hundreds of young people across
the country, inviting them to upload videos of them selves slamming to the BBC's
website, with semi-finalists getting the chance to perform live at an event in the capital
towards the end of the year.

Sutton Hoo helmet© NTPL/lan Shaw

Stanzas at National Trust Sites
May — December 2009

Poetry Society members get together across the UK a nd beyond, in local groups called
Stanzas. In a national celebration to mark the Society’s centenary, Stanza groups stage
a wide-ranging series of regional events in National Trust properties. Highlights include a
new Sutton Hoo Poetry Festival (27-28 June) at the famous Anglo-Saxon burial site in
Suffolk. The festival includes poet Katrina Porteou s accompanied by concertina virtuoso
Alistair Anderson, appropriately located in the hom eland of the early epic Beowulf. Other
locations include Croft Castle, Herefordshire, Oste rley House, Isleworth and Ormesby
Hall near Middlesbrough. On the Isle of Wight, events celebrate everything from sea
shanties to Tennyson.
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Popescu Prize for European Poetry
Translation — November

“English poetry has always been enriched by work in other languages. Indeed, it would
be hard to understand the poetry of the last hundre d years without those voices through
the window.” Elaine Feinstein, 2009 judge.

The Corneliu M Popescu Prize for European Poetry Translation brings into focus the
value of travelling beyond our own poetry backyard for both the reader and the writer.
Organised by the Poetry Society and sponsored by th e Ratiu Family Foundation, the
prize is given biennially to a collection of poetry translated into English from another
European language. Judging the books this year are leading poets/translators, Elaine
Feinstein and Stephen Romer. Entry deadline: 31 May 2009.

The winner will be announced at a Prize Giving event at The Ratiu Foundation, London
in November 2009.

Frakigs Shiger g Poppiaas i,

Professor Mayer's Topophone, an instrument for
estimating the direction of sound, 1880

A Century of Poetry Review — November

POETRY REVIEW

'VOLUME 99:1 SPRING 2009

Published by the Poetry Society, Poetry Review, is the oldest and most widely read
poetry magazine in the UK, with a reputation as one of the leading literary periodicals in
the world. Previous editors include Mick Imlah, And rew Motion and the indomitable
Muriel Spark who upon becoming editor in 1947 trans formed it into the indispensible
protagonist in contemporary poetic practice itist oday

The anthology, A Century of Poetry Review, published to mark the Society’s centenary,
gathers a compendious selection of key poems the ma gazine was first to publish. From
Rupert Brooke and Thomas Hardy to today’s famous na mes, such as Seamus Heaney
and Derek Walcott, the anthology plots the story of poetry through the past hundred
years, and features poets including TS Eliot, Ezra Pound, WH Auden, Philip Larkin,
Robert Frost, Stevie Smith and Jackie Kay. Edited by Poetry Review's current editor,
Fiona Sampson, this attractive book is published by Carcanet Press.

Editor's Notes

The Poetry Society

The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote “ a more general recognition and appreciation of poet ry”. Since then, it has grown into one of
Britain's most dynamic arts organisations, represen ting poetry both nationally and internationally. To day it has 3500 members around the world,
publishes the leading poetry magazine Poetry Review, and has an extensive education programme. As well as the Foyle Young Poets of the Year
Award it runs the National Poetry Competition, one of the longest-running and most prestigious competi tions of its kind.

To find out more visit www.poetrysociety.org.uk
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Idea Generation: +44(0)20 7749 6850
Natasha Hoare: Natasha@ideageneration.co.uk
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Alice Evans: Alice@ideageneration.co.uk

Ends

Websites

www.ideageneration.co.uk http://Awww.poetrysociety.org.uk/
For: For
Online Press Office - Information on all Poetry Society Activities
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