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The Assistant
for Mayor

As Ken Livingstone hosts his A

mayoral auction at the THE ASSISTANT
aquarium, the gallery takes him | FOR MAYOR OF LONDON 2008

. www.miracleartandinspiredsanity.com
on in the race for supremacy

More right wing than Conservatives, more left wing than Labour, more middle-ground than
Liberal Democrats, more nauseous than RESPECT, thicker than the BNP, more right-on than the
Green Party and more independent than any other ind ependent candidate, The Assistant for
Mayor!

‘Art? Politics? Both good ideas - we can't live wi thout either. London, a robust world city is a cult ural powerhouse. |
love it. Good city administration should set the co nditions necessary for such a thriving and developing art scene'.
Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London

‘Art? Politics? Bad ideas — but unfortunately it s eems we're stuck with both. London is a cultural sh ithouse full of
politicians and posers. | can't stand it. | don't t hink there’s a single thing that good city administ ration could do to sort
this mess out'.

Abraham Thunderwolf aka The Assistant, Mayoral Cand idate

The aquarium, home to James Cauty, Billy Childish, STOT21stCplanB, Sexton Ming, Anne Pigalle and Jamie Reid is
well versed in subverting the norm and challenging the way galleries operate. When Mayor of London, Ken
Livingstone, announced that he had chosen the aquar ium as the venue for his annual mayoral election auction, he
was given a choice — hold it elsewhere, or support the aquarium’s own candidate — The Assistant.

This way the aquarium still feels very gracious about hosting a fundraiser event for an opponent while capitalising on
the publicity to gain attention for their own uniqu e, subversive and playful campaign. Ken has now agreed to allow
this and will hold its own Bid for Ken auction at t he aquarium on the 6" March 2008, with works from Antony
Gormley amongst others being sold. In the meantime, The Assistant, real name Abraham Thunderwolf, will continue
his relentless campaign and the aquarium will suppo rt both him, Ken, and all the other Mayoral opponen ts, including
raising cash for Boris to help him buy some decent policies or maybe just a haircut, soup for John Bir d, and
psychiatric help for Richard Barnbrook.

Gallery address: ~ The Aquarium L-13 Mayoral May 2008
63 Farringdon Road ETEIEETENL
London EC1M 3JB

Bid for Ken 61 March 2008 Price: Free

Auction:




Ken’s auction will include pieces by Antony Gormley , Richard Hamilton, Marc Quinn, Jamie Reid and Billy Childish
amongst others.

Antony Gormley said of art and politics, ‘Art is al ways political — at least it is an expression of pe rsonal freedom, but if
it asks pertinent questions it can also change the way we see and relate to others and the world. The potential to
make and experience art is a basic human need — it should be a right.’

The Assistant's campaign will be predominantly visu al, with a series of posters, flyers, pamphlets, ba dges and t-
shirts available to promote a wide range of policy ideas for a better or worse London. Supporting the campaign will
be a collective of artists, musicians and poets who work regularly with the gallery. The aquarium maintains that they
are the biggest liars around, and no match for any politician. In a true display of real consumer powe r, the
merchandise and prints generated by each manifesto for the campaign sold in the highest and lowest num bers will
form the key policies for the final leg of the elec tion.

Steve Lowe, the Director of the aquarium said, ‘Not hing is real anymore. We don't believe our politici ans and there’s
little in art to believe in. All we can hope for is more of the same. By presenting The Assistant as a candidate for
Mayor of London we're giving ourselves the opportun ity to create a body of responsive art within a rea | political
context. This is an opportunity to bend reality and add a spark of much needed subversion in the arena s of both
politics and art’.
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Editors’ Notes

The Aguarium

The aquarium is a contemporary commercial art galle ry run by Steve Lowe. It was originally based in a Georgian building in Bloomsbury, London,
and has since moved to Farringdon. It works with ar tists, musicians and writers, and specialises in mo re unorthodox punk-based art work. As well as
exhibiting work, the gallery is also involved in th e production of it in collaboration with the artist s. There is a steady output of novels, records, han d-
made books, t-shirts, jewellery, limited edition pr ints, wallpaper, bed linen, internet sites, art mul tiples and stamps. Using the promotional slogan
"Purveyors of the finest and roughest in art and pu blishing", the gallery’s artists include Jamie Reid , Billy Childish, Jimmy Cauty, Sexton Ming, and
STOT21stCPlanB. There have also been exhibitions of work by Daniel Johnston, Frank Kozik and Anne Pigalle.

www.theaquariumonline.co.uk
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