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James Cauty, Operation Vigilant Justice 

 

The legendary UK artist James Cauty and his 15 year old son Harry will be 
collaborating for the first time at The AQUARIUM L- 13 gallery for their multi-
media assault and Cartoon Art Gift Shop show: ‘SPLATTER’ 

“Wicked!!” They’re so good they could almost be rea l!” – Olivia Fletcha 

James Cauty, founder member of the revolutionary po p groups The Orb, The JAMMS, KLF and art organisations K-
Foundation, Blacksmoke and the recently closed subv ersive stamps collective C.N.P.D, has worked alongs ide his 
teenage son to create an iconoclastic and disruptiv e body of new works. 

The Cautys’ new project employs hijacked popular ca rtoon characters and liberated animations, to viole nt, shocking 
and entertaining ends, all of which will be part of  their own specialist cartoon art gift shop. 

The Cauty animated collection will be degraded, overlaid & looped, fractured, an d repeated on multiple LCD screens, 
presenting the viewer with unrelenting acts of bloo dy, cartoon violence, which, in cartoon law, ultima tely cannot 
cause fatal injury. 
 
In classic Cautys’ style, the new works present a c ontinuous exploration of subverted and re-coded rea lity (with its 
own fun soundtrack). The show by jCauty&Son warrant s laugher, discomfort and wants to provoke thought on 
violence and our media saturated culture.  
 
Each work will be given a charismatic title taken f rom violent acts of death and destruction, employin g recent military 
campaign code names, and forms of torture used by i nternational security forces. 
A glossary of terms will be published to explain th ese titles. 
 
Furthermore, in a pastiche of the real world, THE AQUARIUM L-13 will produce a vast array of merchandi se to 
support and fund this project, including original d raft collages and drawings, life size models, limit ed edition 
animation cells and prints, badges, balloons and fa ke blood.  
 
Everything will be for sale and 25% of all profits will be donated to Amnesty International. 
 
N.B. For security and copyright reasons, only censo red images will be available until the exhibition o pens. 
 



 

Editor’s Notes 
 

THE AQUARIUM L-13 

Steve Lowe and THE AQUARIUM L-13 have pursued a policy of 
supporting unusually special art, and related works  of imaginative 
publishing, ever since the gallery was started in 2003.  
 
The gallery has worked sympathetically with artists  to show their 
work in a relaxed, friendly environment, aiding them in the 
production of a huge body of printed and special ed ition items, 
many of which have subsequently become extremely co llectable. 
 
http://www.theaquariumonline.co.uk/  

 James Cauty 

Born in Liverpool, in1956, James Cauty formed Justified 
Ancients of Mu Mu , a musical collaboration with Bill 
Drummond, in 1987. They released 7 consecutive top 10 
singles and 5 albums. In 1989 Drummond and Cauty branched 
off from the group to form KLF, who became the highest  
selling artists of 1991. Around this time, Cauty al so started a 
Djing duo with Alex Patterson, The Orb, playing ambient 
house music. In 1992, the KLF retired from music and  deleted 
their entire back catalogue, in a move that was to become 
something of a signature for Cauty as an artist. In 1 993, Cauty 
launched the K Foundation with Drummond, and hosted  the 
Other Turner Prize, awarding Rachel Whiteread £40,000 for 
being the Worst New British Artist. In 1994 the K F oundation 
took their acts against art and commerce even furthe r in one 
of the most notorious events of the century when the y burned 
£1 million on the Isle of Jura. They took a video o f the inferno 
on tour in the next year. Drummond a nd Cauty later rebranded 
to work on a performance art project involving an el ectronic 
protest song. Cauty’s art and music collective, soc ial and 
environmental concern Blacksmoke, was launched in 2 003 
and on the 4th June it was featured on the front page  of The 
Times with ‘Stamps for Mass Destruction’. The C.N.P. D. was 
launched in October 2006 and closed as a creative p roject on 
May 2nd 2008. “SPLATTER” will be Cauty’s first exhibition w ith 
the aquarium since the demise of The C.N.P.D. 
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